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The redevelopment of the Primary School Curriculum – 

continuing the journey  

 

The redevelopment journey is already well underway, with the publication of the Primary 

Curriculum Framework, the Primary Language Curriculum / Curaclam Teanga na Bunscoile 

and the Primary Mathematics Curriculum.  

 

Figure 1: The redevelopment journey 

 

 

This update for all primary and special schools provides important information on: 

• The implementation of the Primary Mathematics Curriculum for this school year 

  

• How schools can continue to work with the Primary Curriculum Framework, and 

  

• The next steps in the curriculum development. 

 

 
 

1. Primary Mathematics Curriculum 

 

Building on the introduction of the Primary Mathematics 

Curriculum in the last school year, this year will see the 

curriculum being implemented in all primary and special 

schools.  
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What is expected of schools in the 2024/2025 school year? 

 

 
Supporting this process 

The Department, together with Oide and the NCSE, is providing a range of high-quality 

professional development supports over a three-phase period. Phase 2 will be provided in 

the 2024-2025 school year, with supports including: 

Teachers in all schools are expected to: 

 

● Continue to familiarise themselves with all components of curriculum. 
 

● Implement the curriculum into the classroom from the beginning of the 2024/2025 

school year. 
 

● Continue to engage at a whole-school level to explore, discuss and reflect on the 

implementation of the Primary Mathematics Curriculum in their school. 
 

● Engage with the range of available supports: 

o Primary Mathematics Toolkit, available at www.curriculumonline.ie/Primary 

o Oide online learning hub, available at www.pmc.oide.ie  

o National Council for Special Education (NCSE) supports, available at 

www.ncse.ie  

o Circular 0039/2023, available at http://www.gov.ie/en/circular/4d278-

primary-mathematics-curriculum-for-primary-and-special-schools/  
 

● Attend the professional development facilitated by Oide and/or NCSE. 

 

School leadership teams are expected to support teachers as they start to 

implement the curriculum by: 

 

● Leading the implementation of the curriculum within their schools and facilitating 

whole-school staff discussions and collaborative reflection, learning and planning. 
 

● Encouraging teachers’ participation in the Muinín online workshop series. 
 

● Encouraging teachers to engage with the Oide online learning hub. 
 

● Using staff meetings/Croke Park hours to encourage whole staff engagement with 

the additional support material for the curriculum available on the Oide online 

learning hub. 
 

● Engaging with parents/guardians around the implementation of the curriculum, 

explaining what this means in terms of their children’s learning experiences and in 

terms of school closures for staff professional development. 

http://www.curriculumonline.ie/Primary
http://www.pmc.oide.ie/
http://www.ncse.ie/
http://www.gov.ie/en/circular/4d278-primary-mathematics-curriculum-for-primary-and-special-schools/
http://www.gov.ie/en/circular/4d278-primary-mathematics-curriculum-for-primary-and-special-schools/
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• Second school closure day (September 2024 – May 2025): All schools will be 

assigned a date to work with an Oide professional learning leader or an NCSE 

primary curriculum advisor to explore the curriculum. Small and medium sized 

schools will be clustered together for this day off-site, with larger schools receiving 

their support on-site. 
 

• Additional online supports (September 2024 – May 2025): Additional supports will 

be available for all schools via the Oide online learning hub. 
 

• Online collaboratives for school and curriculum leaders (September 2024 – May 

2025): These supportive online communities will be led by Oide and NCSE. 
 

• School and curriculum leaders’ clinics (September 2024 – May 2025): These 

elective online clinics will be facilitated by Oide and will be available to schools who 

can nominate a school or curriculum leader to help implement the Primary 

Mathematics Curriculum in their schools. 

 

• Muinín online workshop series (November 2024 – May 2025): This series of 

elective online workshops, facilitated by Oide, will be stage-focused and explore the 

five strands of the curriculum.   

 

Phase 3 of the support will commence in September 2025 and will include bespoke in-school 

support (available on request from schools), self-directed school-level collaboration (online 

and face-to- face, Muinín online workshop series and access to the online learning hub). 

 

Information for parents / guardians 

An information leaflet for parents and guardians regarding the Primary Mathematics 

Curriculum (available in 10 different languages, including Irish Sign Language) can be found 

at https://www.gov.ie/en/policy-information/027ad-primary-curriculum-framework/#new-

primary-mathematics-curriculum. 

 

2. The Primary Curriculum Framework 

 

The Primary Curriculum Framework for Primary and Special Schools 

was launched in March 2023. It now underpins the curriculum in our 

schools.  

 

The curriculum presents a vision of children as unique, competent, 

and caring individuals, and it views teachers as committed, skilful, and 

agentic professionals.  

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/policy-information/027ad-primary-curriculum-framework/#new-primary-mathematics-curriculum
https://www.gov.ie/en/policy-information/027ad-primary-curriculum-framework/#new-primary-mathematics-curriculum
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Figure 2: Key competencies 

 

 

 

 

The Primary Curriculum Framework with supporting information videos and webinars can be 

accessed here: https://www.curriculumonline.ie/primary/the-primary-curriculum-framework/  

 

Primary Curriculum Framework Poster 

A poster will be delivered to all schools. This poster, designed for display in staff rooms will:  

• Provide information in relation to the framework. 
 

• Promote familiarity with its contents. 
 

• Inform discussion between school leaders and teachers.  

 

Play and Playfulness 

The Primary Curriculum Framework forms the basis for high-quality learning, teaching, and 

assessment for all children attending primary and special schools. While Aistear: the Early 

Childhood Curriculum Framework and the Primary Curriculum Framework are for different 

sectors, they are now aligned to support continuity and progression for all children as they 

make the transition from preschool to primary and special schools. This alignment is 

particularly evident in the focus in both frameworks on the pedagogy of play. The Primary 

Curriculum Framework provides clarity and certainty on the appropriateness and centrality of 

play and playful approaches in primary and special schools. 

 

 

 

 

 

Schools should continue working with the 

framework by: 

● becoming familiar with the key competencies 

and identifying opportunities to enhance 

learning through them. 
 

● working with the principles of learning, 

teaching and assessment to support and 

build on current practice. 
 

● considering the statements on learning, 

teaching and assessment and how current 

practice might be further developed. 
 

● Exploring/ trialling the suggested time 

allocations and using time more flexibly 

across the curriculum to best suit their own 

context. 

 

https://www.curriculumonline.ie/primary/the-primary-curriculum-framework/
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Specification Development  

In recent years, the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA) has 

progressed the development of specifications in the curriculum areas of: 

 

 

• Arts Education  
 

• Language, updated to include Modern 

Foreign Languages  
 

• Science, Technology, and Engineering 

Education 
 

• Social and Environmental Education 
 

• Wellbeing  

    Figure 3: Curriculum areas and subjects 

 

NCCA Development Groups have focused on the specifics of what and how children will 

learn in each curriculum area. In March 2024, the NCCA published a set of draft 

specifications. These drafts were subject to an extensive consultation process which was 

completed in June 2024. 

 

The consultation included children, parents, teachers, school leaders, national stakeholder 

bodies, and those from under-represented communities. A report on the feedback from the 

consultation will be published later this year. The views shared during the consultation will 

guide the finalisation of the specifications, expected in early 2025. It is envisaged that the full 

redeveloped curriculum will be published in September 2025. 

 

3. Next steps 

As we move forward, the following will be provided to ensure effective planning and support 

for the implementation of the primary curriculum: 

 
• Planning for whole-school implementation 

The Department will provide guidance to support school leaders and teachers as they 

plan for the whole-school implementation of the curriculum. NCCA, relevant support 

services, school leaders and teachers will collaborate with Department officials in 

finalising this guidance. 

 

• Plan to support curriculum implementation 

The Department is currently developing a comprehensive plan to support the phased 

introduction and implementation of each of the five curriculum specifications.  
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The Department, along with Oide and the NCSE, will advise schools of the suite of 

professional learning supports that are being developed for teachers and school 

leaders to support the implementation of the five curriculum specifications. 

 

 

 

Evelyn O’Connor 

Principal Officer 

Curriculum & Assessment Policy Unit 

02 October 2024 

 


